January 9, 2014

FULL FUNDING FOR CUSTOMS
AND BORDER PROTECTION

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, the
Peace Bridge, located along the north-
ern border of my western New York
district, facilitates the transport of
over $30 billion in commerce annually.
However, increasing wait times and
delays pose a significant threat to our
Nation’s economy.

While I am encouraged by the start
of the preinspection pilot at the Peace
Bridge for commercial vehicles, which
would allow trucks entering the United
States to be prescreened on the Cana-
dian side of the border, I am concerned
about staffing levels with Customs
agents at the border.

I have called on Customs and Border
Protection to increase staffing levels
at the bridge to facilitate easier acces-
sibility at northern border crossings
and also encouraged the FY 2014 Home-
land Security appropriations budget to
include full funding for Customs and
Border Protection officer staffing re-
quests.

The streamlined flow of people and
goods across the border is critical to
the western New York economy and to
the Nation’s economy. I am committed
to fighting to preserve and improve our
relationship with Canada and our eco-
nomic relationship.

——

OBAMACARE SECURITY

(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, it is un-
fortunate enough that ObamaCare has
increased the cost of health care for
families across the country. On top of
the skyrocketing premiums, limited
choices for doctors and coverage, and
regulatory burdens on small business,
it is worrisome that people’s personal
information is now being subjected to
potential fraud in the ObamaCare ex-
changes.

The security problems with
healthcare.gov go far beyond error
messages and connection issues. In
many cases, the people in charge of col-
lecting and processing our most sen-
sitive information haven’t been fully
trained or vetted; and although the ad-
ministration knew the Web site hadn’t
been properly tested, they launched it
anyway, leaving the American people
vulnerable.

That is why I introduced H.R. 3652,
the No Identity Theft in Health Care
Act, which would increase penalties for
those who abuse their access to per-
sonal information that Americans are
forced to submit when signing up for
ObamaCare to commit identity theft. I
also look forward to supporting the
Health Exchange Security and Trans-
parency Act later this week.

Mr. Speaker, it is unacceptable that
people’s personal information is at
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risk. The administration needs to ad-
dress this.

———

REPEAL OF CUT TO COLA FOR
MILITARY RETIREES UNDER 62

(Ms. BROWNLEY of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr.
Speaker, on December 23, I introduced
H.R. 3804, legislation to repeal an ill-
conceived provision of the budget bill
that reduced the cost-of-living adjust-
ment for military retirees.

As a member of the House Veterans’
Affairs Committee, I believe our serv-
icemembers, veterans, and their fami-
lies must receive the benefits they
have so honorably earned and deserve.
These benefits are owed to them with-
out equivocation.

We should not balance the budget on
the backs of military retirees who
served our country so bravely for dec-
ades. They should not be punished be-
cause of Congress’ failure to get our
fiscal house in order. That is why I
urge Speaker BOEHNER to allow a vote
today on my bill, H.R. 3804, and repeal
this egregious provision.

Clearly, there is substantial bipar-
tisan support to correct this. Let’s vote
on H.R. 3804 for our military retirees
today.

—————
OBAMACARE’S SECURITY RISKS
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last October, a constituent
living in Columbia received a fright-
ening phone call from a gentleman in
North Carolina. It appeared the con-
stituent’s security information was ob-
tained by a stranger while enrolling for
health insurance under the government
health care Web site.

The American people should not have
to worry about personal information
being compromised due to the govern-
ment’s inability to keep a Web site se-
cure. Had the gentleman from North
Carolina not contacted this South Car-
olinian, he may have never realized his
information was being breached.

ObamaCare is flawed and must be re-
pealed. Because the President and Sen-
ate refuse to join us in these efforts,
the House continues to act. Tomorrow,
the House will vote on a bill that re-
quires Health and Human Services to
notify individuals when their personal
information is stolen or unlawfully
accessed.

We must continue to work to repeal
ObamaCare by replacing it with a plan
to preserve the doctor-patient relation-
ship, as long proposed by Congressman
ToM PRICE.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.
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CLIMATE CHANGE DENIERS

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my Republican colleagues to
recognize the devastating consequences
of air pollution, which is causing, or at
least contributing to greatly, the dras-
tic changes in the Earth’s climate.

Last year we experienced severe
record-setting weather across the coun-
try, yet Republicans and climate
deniers argue that no single weather
event can be proven to have been
caused by climate change. Paradox-
ically, climate deniers are now using
the extreme cold snap as evidence to
support their cause, which is to do
away with all laws and regulations
that protect our precious air quality.

The maddening denial of the link be-
tween air quality and climate change is
reckless, and it is a denial of scientific
fact. Our posterity deserves more. We
know, and 95 percent of scientists
agree, that climate change leads to
more severe weather overall, and the
evidence is overwhelming.

Now is the time for a real debate on
climate change before another dev-
astating year of extreme weather that
takes lives, destroys communities, and
wreaks havoc on our society and our
economy.

————
HUMAN TRAFFICKING

(Mr. LANKFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of January 2014
being National Slavery and Human
Trafficking Prevention Month.

Human trafficking victims suffer re-
peatedly with no apparent way out. An
estimated between 100,000 and 300,000
children each year become victims in
America of this abhorrent practice.

Many runaway children become vic-
tims of human trafficking within 48
hours of leaving home, and it is crucial
that we, as Americans, are aware of
our surroundings and immediately con-
tact authorities when we see anything
suspicious around children. Traffickers
can be found at airports, parking lots,
schools, malls, and other places where
they search for young victims.

Two years ago, I authored a bill
which this House passed, the Senate
passed, and the President signed at the
end of 2012 eliminating trafficking on
our military bases around the world
and our State Department facilities
around the world.

We, as Americans, believe every per-
son has value. Every person has rights
that are given to them by their cre-
ator. Mr. Speaker, I would encourage
every American, if they come into con-
tact with someone that they suspect is
a victim of human trafficking, to con-
tact the National Human Trafficking
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